


Introduction / Overview

The web content of the Legal & Policy Division on the SARS
internet has changed significantly over the past three years.

The purpose of this presentation is to give you a short overview
on -

•where it all started

•the principle behind our content

•current content

•what to expect in future

•who to contact



Where it all started

In April 2009 we started with –

• research on the redevelopment of the Legal and Policy area 
on the SARS website

• drafting layout possibilities after benchmarking exercises

• categorising of existing documents

• enhancing the quality of the existing data and building 
thereon in order to provide a more complete data base of 
legislative information



Where it all started – Previous content layout



Where it all started – Previous content layout



The principle behind our content

Our current site was launched on 17 March 2010

The main principle behind our content is the legislative process

Policy Documents

Drafts for Public 
Comment

Legislation

International Treaties 
& Agreements

Interpretation & 
Rulings

Judgments

Publications



Current content



Current content



What to expect in future

A new modern and user-friendly SARS website is being developed

Legal & Policy will -

• still follow the legislative process

• be modernised slightly

• be continuously enhanced to serve as a growing database for 
our clients 



What to expect in future

The new structure is expected to look like this:

Preparation 
of Legislation

Primary 
Legislation

Secondary 
Legislation

International 
Treaties & 

Agreements

Interpretation 
& Rulings

Judgments

Publications

Still following the 
legislative 

process, but 
regrouped 

slightly



What to expect in future

New content – slightly regrouped:

Preparation 
of Legislation

Discussion 
Papers

Draft Documents 
for Comment

Response 
Documents Bills Explanatory 

Memoranda

Primary 
Legislation Amendment Acts

Acts administered 
by the 

Commissioner

Schedules to the 
Customs & Excise 
Act, 1964 (Tariff 

Book)
HS 2012

Secondary 
Legislation

FSB Tax 
Directives Proclamations Regulations Government 

Notices

International 
Treaties & 

Agreements

8 different types 
of treaties / 
agreements

Interpretation 
& Rulings

Advance Tax 
Rulings (ATR)

Interpretation 
Notes Rulings General Notes Practice Notes

Judgments

Publications



What to expect in future

Even if things change,
they stay the same…

Let’s look at it

www.sars.gov.za > Legal & Policy



Who to contact

Lita Spreeth

lspreeth@sars.gov.za

082 453 8421

012-422 4908



Thank you


